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own house; on the opposite side was a large con-
vent with high windows. The next day she received
an injunction from the Superior of that establish-
ment not to dance there any more. After some
time had elapsed, Grazia felt in the humour to
renew her gaieties, and heedlessly invited her party
to the same place. That same night, about two in
the morning (the hour generally of arresting people),
when in deep sleep she was awakened by repeated
thundering knocks at her door. She rose, and
opened, when the carabinieri said, "La Grazia."
They ordered her to dress instantly, and soon she
was put into a coach which they had brought;
she was then driven at once to prison, and there
she was left for several days. After having been
set at liberty, Grazia called upon me and related
the above occurrence.
As she had money upon her person when in
prison, she was allowed to send for any additional
food; she did not complain excepting of the bed
which was a large sack of straw. Oh, ye worshippers
of art and nature, behold the most beautiful
girl in Europe in prison sleeping upon straw; she
who had been sent for by Royal visitors at Rome
to be seen and rewarded by them !
I had often meditated a bust of Grazia, but
delayed on account of her insolent and capricious
ways. One day Lord Kilmorey encouraged me to
begin, saying that he wished her bust in marble. I